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K .  B. RAMSEY 
P 0 801 4216 
TuLra. Oklohom 74179 

May IO, 2003 

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

I 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

I urge you to  relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American 
citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates 
to gain near-total control of radio and television news and information in communities 
across our nation. Many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax 
these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep the 
opposing viewpoint off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important 
issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to 
continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to 
ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 

Sincerely, 

K .  B. Rarnsey 'J 
ikbr 



K.  B.  RAMSEY 

The Honorahle Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Comrr?issioner 
Federal Cornmunicatioiis Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

(918) 747-26:C 

May 10, 2003 

Dear Ms. Abernathy: 

I urge you to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American 
citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates 
IO gain near-rota1 control of radio and television news and information in communities 
across our nation. Many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax 
these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to  keep the 
opposing viewpoint off the air. 

The American people deserve to  hear more than one point of view on important 
issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to  
continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to 
ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 

Sincerely, 

K .  B. Ramsey i/ 
/kbr 



David St.Martin 
May 12.2003 

The Honorable Michael  Copps, Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
1 4 5  12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

The Honorable Michael Copps, Cominissioner: 

I ani writ ing to urge )ou NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect Amcrican citizens 
and rhc first ainendlncni l rom inedia monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near total control 
over radio and television ncws along with information in our local communities. Many corporations 
that are currently lobbying the FCC Lo rclax these ow'nership rules have proven track rccords o f  
keeping opposing views off the air while providing oniy their biased views. 

The American people deserke to hear more ilian one point o r  view on a l l  issues. Therefore, for 
democracy and our freedom, I a m  urging you to continue broadcast ownership protections that have 
helped, so far, to ensure at leasf a minimal health debate in our country. 

Sincerely, 

David SI.Martin 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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DcaI Mr Adelstein, 

I strongly utge you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership'rur~~that 
protect Aniericari citizens froin inedia monopolies. 

Tliese proposed changes wotrld pave the way for giant inedia 
coiigloinerants to p i n  mar-total control of radio aud television news and 
i i i foni iai ion in coininiwiities across oiir nation. Many corporations that are 
now lobbying the t C C  ~o relax iliese ownership rules already have a known 
i.ecord of attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off air. 

"Liskii to the Ainericaii people." "We want to here more than otie 
p o i i i ~  of' v i m  ori iniportarit issues." 

For the sake of our lkinocracv and o u r  freedoms, I urge you to 
coiitinue the broadcast ownership protections that ~ for decades, have helped 
to eiisure a healthy polilical debate i n  our cowmy 

Sincerely, 
Michael E. Laramore 
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May 13, 2003 

The Honorable Michael J Copps 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Copps: 

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect 
American citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would prepare the way for the large media 
conglomerates to gain too much control of radio and TV news and 
information in communities across our nation. And many of the 
media corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these 
ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to 
keep opposing viewpoints off the air. I personally saw this happen 
several years ago. NPR radio took Cal Thomas off the air because 
his conservative views did not align with NPR Radio views. NPR 
actually said this on the air when we tuned in to hear Mr. Thomas. 

We deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. 
Therefore, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections 
that have helped to ensure a healthy debate in our country. 

Sincerely, 

,<$LA 
~. 

Richard Duda 



Dcar 511. 

I'leiisc I10 N O  I r r lm tliu broadcast owncrshlp rules IhsI protuct Alnerlcan Citizens fiom information co~itrol by 
~nctiiil nioiiopollc\ 

I \ \ a \  siroiigl! impressed during thc rcceni conf l i c i  lhat i f  I \bas iorced lo get infor~nalion from the ina,ior media 
SOUICCS I \bould havc hccn very had) informcd l h e  exislencr of a wide variety o f  independeiit got~rces 1101 o11I? 
~ ) i . ~ ~ i d e i l  i i i e  pood i i i i h n a t i o i i  but kepi the p a n 1  mcd1a w u r c c s  Iioiiest to ioine extrnl. 

/ILK' 111 paii icular hpenl over an IioLlr o l 'a l r  t ime in a scripled rtoi) ahout the failure of CIS forces to prnpd> s r c u r ~  
the Natioi1al i i i ~ ~ s e l ~ ~ n  of Ii-aq The  same stm> \bas preseiitcd 011 t l ie ~norning, evening and lare night n e w s  programs 
as  a ic i i lure i i w s  m r )  Ihc  b t o q  was wrong and vinual ly all the asserrion$ by "experts" were wrong They vinually 
iciiored ihc rcc~i ier !  uImi l l ions iifdollms and ir l ien 
\bci- t '  wrong iind niosr i f t l i c  i n is~ in~  iteins w r c  rc~noved hcfore the war srarted ABC just inenhoned the fact ill 
P:I s \  i rig 

ARC IS iiot l l ic  oii ly o ~ i r .  C'NN w a s  ho lyh i  otfb? illc Iraq reg lnc  i i~ id  the N Y  Times,just admilted one orthci l  
iruportei\ had hcrii inakiiig up wmc)  for )cars and they 151 hini get away \ i i th it. 

l l i i s  \on ofrcponil ig IS Ihe result ol'd inrdia coiiglomeratc \ c i h  aiid agenda. They arc molivatrd only by protit and 
\ \ i l l  do what is inosi convei i le l i l  and beneficial to t l i r i r  business. Thai don't bother to check sourccs anymore and 
irrport ~ ' i i~nors  a s  i ie ibs Cxainplc i l ie report :I UN study w l e d  that hlue cqed hlonds would hecome exiinct within a 
rcic !ear\ The \ top ! b a s  totally i i i i t r i ie liut a l l  the lnajor inrdia sourced carried it I f no t  for independelits the hoar. 
\ \ o d d  Iiiiw i i e v e I  been reporred 

\ < a  <i i i /e i i  u i i h  inii l t iplc information wi i rces I ca i i  find oiit the tri i lh. Ifyou change the rules I w i l l  he denled inq 
i i ,g l i~ to h i o w  illi, rru~h 

YWI reall) s c i - c ~ e d  peoplc 111 rural arcas when )'ou would i i o i  allo\v the dish nrlbvork merger. Compeiition betwew 
digilal dish sqstem\ and cable keep, prices tinder conirol 11you don't  l ive in a melro nrra you are out o f  luck i f  you 
wi i i  local mt io i i s .  Al l  l l i e  stations are oii cable and have done nothing i o  improve [heir signal for years. 'The 
itaiit lard5 for qriilng a local siptlal h> anten113 arp ierrihle I would havc lo erect a tower io get a good signal from a11 
in! I i x a l  \ fat iow Addin: local stations to in) salrllitr \could l iave saved me over $3,000 over thc ncxi 10 years. 

I-) other sl>urce had confirmeti i l l i t ial reports 011 Museum 



T. Richard Duda 
14112 State Route 38 

Sterling, NY 13156 

May 13, 2003 

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

I urge you not to relax the ,roadcast owners, .ip rL,.?s .,iat protect 
American citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would prepare the way for the large media 
conglomerates to gain too much control of radio and TV news and 
information in communities across our nation. And many of the 
media corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these 
ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to 
keep opposing viewpoints off the air. I personally saw this happen 
several years ago. NPR radio took Cal Thomas off the air because 
his conservative views did not align with NPR Radio views. NPR 
actually said this on the air when we tuned in to hear Mr. Thomas. 

We deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. 
Therefore, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections 
that have helped to ensure a healthy debate in our country. 

Sincerely, 

I 



May 13, 2003 

The Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Powell: 

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect 
American citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would prepare the way for the large media 
conglomerates to gain too much control of radio and TV news and 
information in communities across our nation. And many of the 
media corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these 
ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to 
keep opposing viewpoints off the air. I personally saw this happen 
several years ago. NPR radio took Cat Thomas off the air because 
his conservative views did not align with NPR Radio views. NPR 
actually said this on the air when we tuned in to hear Mr. Thomas. 

We deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. 
Therefore, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections 
that have helped to ensure a healthy debate in our country. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Duda 



375 Cottage F a r m  Drive 
Beaufort, SC 29902-5971 

May 8 , 2 0 0 3  

The Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
(:ommissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12’” Street  
Washington, DC 20554 

I l e x  Ms. Abernathy: 

I a m  writing to a sk  you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules t h a t  protect American 
citizens from media monopolies. I have been a gun-shooting hobbyist for at least  50 years. I 
piinch holes in paper a t  distances exceeding a mile! I am not a hunter .  I have never killed 
anyone and  I never will. My guns endanger no one, yet groups within America a re  ignoring 
the Second Amendment to the  U S  Constitution and  are trying t o  take  away my  guns.  None of 
these groups are  more vocal ( and  wrong) than  the media monopolies that already exist, such as 
Time-Warner/AOL, ViacodCBS,  and Disney/ABC. If you allow these monopolies to take over 
the media, they will terminate  my voice of protest against  gun-control groups and  allow these 
groups to prevent all sides of the issue from being heard.  

I grew up  shooting. When I attended the University of Virginia, I w a s  4th rifle on the 5- 
member University Rifle Team, sponsored by the ROTC. After discharge from the  Army, 
target rifle shooting was  not available in Chicago, so I joined a pistol shooting group where I 
worked. We participated in  ‘shoulder to shoulder’ shooting matches against  other Chicago area 
teams. When I was  transferred to Cleveland, OH, pistol and  trap shooting were available, and  
I hecamc proficient a t  both. 

During the  2000 election, I became very concerned tha t  t he  e r r an t  gun-control groups would 
gain control of The Congress, where they have been trying to amend the US Constitution to 
eliminate the Second Amendment.  This was too much for me, and I decided to  pu t  my money 
where my mouth is. I became a Patron Member of the NRA and  a Life Member of the 
Rcpublican Party,  both of which support my right to keep and bear  a rms .  I am contributing to 
candidates for public office who support my Constitutional rights. I a m  also a benefactor o f  the 
US Olympic Shooting Team. 

Following the  September llfh tragedy, I qualified for a Concealed Weapons Permit in  the State 
of South Carolina. I have never before carried a pistol on my person. I believe that America 
would be a safer place if more citizens held such permits. 

(;uns don’t kill people; people kill people. I t  is a mat ter  of the mind-set. When guns were 
banned in Australia, the criminals began using baseball bats. Others  used knives. Shall we 
ban the National pastime’? Shall  we ban knives? 

Voices supporting gun ownership will be silenced if you allow the media monopolies to control 
broadcasting. I beg you not to allow them to do it.  Do not relax the  rules against  ownership of 
the mass media by a select group of companies, all of which oppose gun ownership. 

Sincerely 

Thomas H. Webb 



. . .  . . ,  l l t i '  



I k i r  Mr. Adelstein. 

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership d e s  that protect American citizens from media 
monopolies 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near tolal control o f  
radio and television news and information in communities across the nation. And many of the corporations 
that are lobbying the FCC tc, rulax these ownership rules already have a known track record in atlempting to 
keep opposing viewpoints off the air 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on imponant issues. Therefore, for the 
sake ofour democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for 
decades, have helped to ensure a healthy po l i~ ica l  debate in our country. 

Sincerely, \\ 

Lana Snyder 
Morris, lli h04CO 



Dear M r  c'opps. 

I strongly urge you 
protecl American citireiis fioin media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media 
wiigloincraiits to p i t i  near-total control of' radio ;md television news and 
inlilrmatioii iii coininiiriities across our nation. Many corporations that are 
n o w  lobbying the F-C'C 10 relax these owiiersliip rules already have a known 
r~ecoi-d of attempling to keep opposing viewpoints of f  air. 

point of view 011 iiiiportmt issues " 

coiittnue the broadcast ownership protections that for decades, have helped 
i o  ensiirc a healthy polltical debate in otir couiitry. 

to relax the broadcast ownership rules that 

"1,isteii lo i l ie Aniericaii people." "We want to here inore than one 

For the sake o f o u r  Democracy and our freedoms, I urge you to  

Stticerel) . 
Michael Ei Larainore 
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Ilear M s .  Ahemath) . 

I sti.ongly tirgc you 
protect Ainerican c,itizells froin media monopolies. 

'These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media 
coiiploineraiits to cain near-total control of radio and television news and 
inli)rniation i n  coininrllliiies across our nation. Many corporations that are 
n c ~  lobbying the FCC to  relax these ownership rules already have a known 
record of atteinptiiig to keep opposing viewpoints off air. 

"l,lsten to the Americaii people." "We want to here inore than one 
p o i n ~  oi'uiew 011 important issues." 

tyoi. the sake of onr Democracy and our freedoms, I W e  you to 
continue ihe broadcast ownership protections that , for decades, have llelped 
to ensure a Iiealtliy political debate in o ~ ~ r c o u n t v .  

to relax the broadc 

Sincerely, 
Michael E.  Laramore 



I lex  MI- Martin. 
_ _ ~  

I .;tronply iirge you - NOT to relax the broadcast ownership nlles that 
protecl American citizens froin media monopolies. 

These proposed chaiiges would pave the way for giant media 
c,onglomermits to gain near-total control of radio and television news and 
rnfoi-iiiaiioii i n  corrnriuiiit~es aci'oss our nation. Man), corporations that are 
now lobbying the FCC lo relax these ownership rules already have a known 
i-ecord of attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off air'. 

" I  .isten to the Airierican people." "We want to  here more than one 
point of vieL\ on iniporta~it issues " 

For the sake of o111 Lleinocracy and our freedoms, I urge you to 
continue the broadcast ownership protections that , for decades, have helped 
t o  enswe a healthy political debate in our  country. 

Sincerely, 
Michael E. 1,araiiiore 



near Ms. Ahernathy, 

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media 
monopolies . 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near total control o f  
radio and television news and information in communities across the nation. And many of the corporations 
that are lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to  
keep opposing viewpoints ofTlhe a i r .  

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. Therefore, for the 
sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for 
decades, have helped to  ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 

Sincerely. J 4  
Dan Snyder 
Morris, IL 60450 
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Dear Ms.  Ahernathy. 

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules rhat protect American citizens from media 
monopolies . 

Thcrc proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near total control o f  
radio and television news and information i n  communities across the nation. And many of the corporations 
that dre lobbying the FCC tu relax these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to 
keep opposing vicwpoints off  the air 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point o f  view on important issues. Therefore, for the 
sake o f  our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for 
decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country 

Sincerely, 

Morris, It. 60450 
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4335 Mt. Sharon Road ~ 

Greenbrier, TN 37073 ! 

Ms. Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Member, FCC 

Washington DC 20554 

Dear Ms. Abernathy: 

As an involved citizen in this democracy, I am concerned and worried that the FCC 
may soon propose media deregulation that will allow large corporations more control of 
the publicly owned airways than they already have. I understand that the date of June 2, 
2003, has been set for FCC voting on this issue. 

I believe that the public’s right to important controversial information, untainted by 
corporate interests, is at stake here. I urge the FCC to vote for corporate limits on radio 
ownership, network ownership of TV stations, and cross-ownership. The FCC’s Michael 
Copps is reported to have said at a recent FCC forum on media ownership at 
Northwestern University’s Chicago Law School, “Apart from war and peace, no issues 
confronting America are as important.’’ As an educated citizen who is interested in 
public affairs, I agree. Mr. Copps is reported also to have said, “Three-quarters of the 
American people do not know this issue is before the FCC.” 

I believe that a “conspiracy of silence” may exist because large corporate-owned 
newspapers and network radioiTV stations have failed to report on this very issue. 1 
myself learned about the issue by reading an article published by a smaller, independent 
newspaper The dangers of media deregulation already exist. 

Stories of crime and violence dominate local news coverage in the network-aftiliated 
stations in m y  area. Why isn’t a wider range of events and issues covered? 1 cannot help 
but infer that the large corporations-such as GE, Viacom, Disney, etc.-which own 
these stations actually encourage them to air stories that “sell,” rather than to air other 
stories that would educate and inform viewers. Again, I remind you that I did not learn 
about important issues currently before the FCC on national or local network news 
programs. 

I urge the FCC to impose even more-not fewer-regulations on those few large 
corporations who have so much control already over the public’s airways. 

Respecthi I y, 

445 12Lh St. sw 

I Carol Spiller 



4335 Mt. Sharon Road 
Greenbrier, TN 37073 

Mr Michael K Powell 
Chairman, FCC 

Washington DC 20554 

Dear Mr Powell 

445 12Lh St sw 

As an involved citizen in this democracy, I am concerned and worried that the FCC 
may soon propose media deregulation that will allow large corporations more control of 
the publicly owned airways than they already have. I understand that the date of June 2, 
2003, has been set for FCC voting on this issue. 

I believe that the public’s right to important controversial information, untainted by 
Corporate interests, is at stake here. I urge the FCC to vote for corporate limits on radio 
ownership, network ownership of TV stations, and cross-ownership. The FCC’s Michael 
Copps is reported to have said at a recent FCC forum on media ownership at 
Northwestern University’s Chicago Law School, “Apart from war and peace, no issues 
confronting America are as important.” As an educated citizen who is interested in 
public affairs, I agree. Mr. Copps is reported also to have said, “Three-quarters of the 
American people do not know this issue is before the FCC.” 

I believe that a “conspiracy of silence” may exist because large corporate-owned 
newspapers and network radio/TV stations have failed to report on this very issue. I 
myself learned about the issue by reading an article published by a smaller, independent 
newspaper. The dangers of media deregulation already exist. 

Stories of crime and violence dominate local news coverage in the network-affiliated 
stations in  m y  area. Why isn’t a wider range of events and issues covered? I cannot help 
but infer that the large corporations-such as GE, Viacom, Disney, etc.-which own 
these stations actually encourage them to air stories that “sell,” rather than to air other 
stones that would educate and inform viewers. Again, I remind you that I did not learn 
about important issues currently before the FCC on national or local network news 
programs. 

I urge the FCC to impose even more-not fewer-regulations on those few large 
corporations who have so much control already over the public’s airways. 

Respecthlly. 

Carol Spiller ‘ 
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4335 Mt. Sharon Road 
Greenbrier, TN 37073 
May 12, 2003 

Mr Michael 1 Copps 
Member, FCC 

Washington DC 20554 

DearMr Copps 

44s 12Lh St sw 

! ’  

! 

As an involved citizen in L ~ L S  democracy, 1 am concerned and worried that the FCC 
may soon propose media deregulation that will allow large corporations more control of 
the publicly owned airways than they already have. I understand that the date of J u n e  2, 
2003, has been set for FCC voting on this issue. I believe that the public’s right to 
important controversial information, untainted by corporate interests, is at stake here. I 
urge the FCC to vote for corporate limits on radio ownership, network ownership of TV 
stations, and cross-ownership. 

M r .  Copps, you yourself said at a recent FCC forum on media ownership at Northwestern 
University’s Chicago Law School, “Apart from war and peace, no issues confronting 
America are as important.’’ As an educated citizen who is interested in public affairs, I 
agree. Mr. Copps, you also said, “Three-quarters of the American people do not know 
this issue is before the FCC.” 

1 believe that a “conspiracy of silence” may exist because large corporate-owned 
newspapers and network radioiTV stations have failed to report on this very issue. I 
myself learned about the issue by reading an article published by a smaller, independent 
newspaper The dangers of media deregulation already exist. 

Stories of crime and violence dominate local news coverage in the network-affiliated 
stations in my area. Why isn’t a wider range of events and issues covered? 1 cannot help 
but infer that the large corporations-such as GE, Viacom, Disney, etc.-which own 
these stations actually encourage them to air stories that “sell,” rather than to air other 
stories that would educate and inform viewers. Again, I remind you that I did not learn 
about important issues currently before the FCC on national or local network news 
programs. 

I urge the FCC to impose even more-not fewer-regulations on those few large 
corporations who have so much control already over the public’s airways. 

Respectfhll y. 



Dear Mr. Copps, 

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens 
from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain 
near total control of radio and television news and information in communities across 
our nation. And many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax 
these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep 
opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important 
issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to 
continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to 
ensure a healthy political debate in our country 

Sincerely, ~, 

Ronald W Ford 
36952 Greenbush Rd 
Wayne, MI 48184 



May 8, 2003 

The Honorable Kathleen Q Abernathy 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12"' Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Ms Abernathy 

I urge you to not further relax the broadcast ownership rules that currently protect 
the American people from the monopolization of the broadcast media. 

The proposed changes before the commission will provide media conglomerates 
the ability to increase their control of radio and television news information. Many of the 
corporations that we now lobbying the Commission to relax the ownership rules already 
have a recoi-d of attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air 

The American people deserve to hear more than  one point of view on the many 
important issues facing us today. Therefore, for the sake of democracy and our freedom I 
urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have helped 
to ensure a healthy political debate in our democracy. 

Sincerely, ,-~ - 
-. i 

, .  , , .  
> , ,  r 

. . ~  ~> ,I: ' %  

Robert Fields 


